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HISTORY OF THE ALGONGUIN

• The canal between Fairy and Peninsula lake was completed in 1888, and water transport was provided by 
private steamers. In 1906 the Algonquin was built at South Portage then hauled to North Portage. The 
Algonquin transported freight, passengers and most importantly, the mail. She became a focal point for 
summer residents and it stopped often at Winoka, the Isle of Dunelg, Put-in-Bay, Springsyde and sometimes 
into Hill’s Bay, before its arrival at North Portage. On the Algonquin’s morning run, the most important cargo 
was the mail, that was brought to the post office at North Portage and for some years, to the Springsyde dock. 
The afternoon run was marked by the throng of tourists who had come up on the afternoon train from 
Toronto. The hustle and bustle and excitement were often capped by teenagers showing off their diving 
prowess from the top deck, with the applause of the assembled spectators and the shouted threats of the 
frustrated Captain. 

Courtesy of Robert D. Moffat
 “Penlake – Reflections on Peninsula Lake”, pages 72 and 73.



Algonquin 
Postcard





The Algonquin going 
through the canal 
between Fairy and 
Peninsula Lakes

Courtesy Ken Harper



Courtesy Carole 
Frankow, from her 
grandfather Emil 
Schultz’s photo 
album



Courtesy Carole 
Frankow, from her 
grandfather Emil 
Schultz’s photo 
album



The Algonquin coming into the North Portage dock with the Wawaneika boathouse in the background.  
The portage boathouse with its gas pump is also shown.

Courtesy of Sidney and 
Nancy Kirkpatrick – 
photo found in Portage 
Inn



The Algonquin Steamship, 
the North Portage station on 
Peninsula Lake and the 
Portage Flyer. 

The boat would disembark 
passengers who would then 
take the train to South 
Portage on Lake of Bays

Taken by Annabelle Studios sometime 
in the 1940s and used as a basis for their 
postcard.



Algonquin Steamship 
coming into North 
Portage. 

Taking the Steamship 
and train was a 
popular tourist 
pastime.

Courtesy of Dibbie Appelton family



Courtesy of Tom 
Hutchinson

Postcard of 
Algonquin heading 
into Huntsville



Postcard of Swing Bridge in Huntsville 
with the Algonquin Steamer. 

Courtesy Emil Schultz


