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! Thomas Lang Moffat married Elizabeth Bryce King, in Scotland in 1856. They had 7 sons and 1 
daughter. From eldest to youngest they were: 

! Born in Scotland: Robert (died at age 2), John King (J.K.), Thomas Lang II (T.L.), Frederick William 
(F.W.), Alfred Bryce (A.B.). Born In Canada: Elizabeth Bryce (Bessie) and Charles Lang (C.L.) 

! In 1904, 3 Moffat brothers John King (J.K.), Thomas Lang (T.L.) and Frederick William (F.W.) and 
their families came to Penlake where they bought and built on adjoining lots in a subdivision 
created by Mary Ennest on the Springbank shore (now Springsyde). These cottages are named 
“Rothesay”, “Crossford” and “Corralyn” respectively. 

! Alfred Bryce (A.B.) later built a cottage across the lake which is now owned by Alex and Barb 
Armstrong, called “Silvertrees” while Charles Lang (C.L.) built on land originally owned by the 
Moffat Stove Company, on the Springsyde shore, at the current Stephenson cottage location.   

! Four of the original Moffat cottages remain standing as of 2015, although in 1926 the original 
Corralyn cottage was moved six cottages west, along the Springsyde shore.  

! The Rothesay cottage is the only original cottage to have remained within the Moffat family.

Some Moffat History



The J.K. Descendants

! Three of the Moffat brothers married Reid sisters: J.K. married Annie, T.L. married Ella and C.L. 
married Ethra.  

! J.K. and Annie built the Rothesay cottage on Springsyde shore in 1905 and brought their 2 
children: Gordon Baird and Flora Crompton. Flora died from Diptheria when she was 8 years 
old and J.K. and Annie then adopted Helen Snyder.  

! Gordon inherited the cottage upon JK’s death in 1932. Gordon married Olive Master and 
they had 3 children: Flora Crompton, Robert Douglas and Carol Ann. The family continued to 
spend their summers at the lake but after Gordon’s death, his son, Robert Douglas, bought 
the cottage from the family in 1955.  

! Robert Douglas married Margaret Barr in 1948 and had 3 children: Janet Elizabeth, Robert 
Gordon and Catherine Anne. The family again spent all their summers at the cottage and 
continued into adulthood. After Robert Douglas died in 2015, his son Robert Gordon bought 
the cottage from the estate.  

! The Rothesay Cottage has remained in the J.K. Moffat family for 4 generations and continues 
to this day (2015).



Courtesy of Olive Moffat

Front view of 
Rothesay, 
circa 1906



Rothesay Cottage, from the lake. Gradual slope to the 
water’s edge which is now a retaining wall

Courtesy Olive Moffat







J.K. and Annie Moffat 
with children, Gordon 
and Flora

Courtesy Olive Moffat



Reverend and 
Mrs. Reid Senior, 
Ella, Annie and 
J.K. Moffat with 
their children, 

Gordon and Flora

Courtesy Olive Moffat



The “Glasgow”, one of the earliest launches on the lake, (circa 1907)

Road access to cottages on the Springsyde 
shore did not exist during its early development 
and  transportation was typically provided by 
one of the streamboats (the “Algonquin” or the 
“Ramona”) that stopped at ei ther the 
Springsyde or North Portage docks.  From these 
docks, cottagers either walked the Springsyde 
path or took their own transportation on a family 
owned launch.  

The 3 original Moffat cottages initially shared the 
“Glasgow” and later the “Kanuck”, a 26 foot 
launch capable of speeds of 10-12 mph.  The 
Kanuck was large enough to transport the entire 
family directly from Huntsville and avoid passage 
on one of the steamboats.  The launch was also 
used for family picnics and outings.  A common 
boathouse was built on JK’s property, Rothesay. 

Eventually each of the families got their own 
launch as did JK with his purchase of a 
Ditchburn.  

TRANSPORTATION 
THE MOFFAT LAUNCHES

The “Kanuck”, Huntsville wharf, loaded with the Moffats , (circa 1920) 

The Ditchburn motor launch with JK and daughter, Flora, circa 1930



The “Glasgow”, with the canopy, and canoe with the  
Moffat families. The Scottish ensign flying in the back. 

Courtesy Olive 
Moffat

The Ditchburn with a view looking Northwest 
to Grassmere Bay.



Olive Moffat 
(married to Gordon 

B. Moffat) with 
Frances Moffat 

(daughter of A.B. 
Moffat), who had a 

cottage on the 
north shore of 

Penlake, which is 
now owned by the 

Armstrong’s

Courtesy Olive Moffat



Courtesy Olive Moffat

Robert 
(Bob) 
Moffat 
with his 
mother 
Olive – 
circa 
1930-31

Robert D. (Bob) 
Moffat with his 
father on the 
dock at 
Rothesay – 
approx. 4-5 
years old.



Cousins Bob 
Moffat, Bea Joy 
Charlton and 
Tommy Buchanan 
– circa 1931



Olive Moffat in front 
of boathouse

Courtesy Olive Moffat

Gordon Moffat with his fresh 
catch – notice the “dress”



J.K. in wide gunnelled 
canoe by Rothesay dock 

Gordon Moffat at North 
Portage with Algonguin 
steamer in the 
background. 

Taken by Olive Moffat



Olive and Gordon Moffat with 
children Flora and Robert (Bob) by 
the middle sleeping cabin. Circa 
1931. This sleeping cabin is still onsite, 
in 2015.



Courtesy Olive Moffat

BBQ area, with canoe, row boat and small motor boat on a man made BBQ spit of land, 
on west side of Rothesay property – circa 1930’s



Courtesy Janet Matthews 
(Moffat)

Rothesay in more recent years – 
2005, when owned by Robert 
Douglas (Bob), and his wife, 
Margaret Moffat.  

Bob is J.K.’s grandson



Bob Moffat’s 1957 Peterborough Boat 
that has been on the lake for 58 years 

at time of writing. 

Bob at the 
helm in 
2008



Margaret 
Moffat with 
the natural 
wildflowers, 
circa 2005

Courtesy Janet Matthews 
(Moffat)



Perennial garden going 
up the hill. Stonework and 
path built by Bob Moffat 
and garden planted by 
Margaret Moffat – circa 
2009

Courtesy Janet Matthews (Moffat)



Bob and 
Margaret 
Moffat, on 
Rothesay 
steps, circa 
2000-2005

Courtesy Janet Matthews 
(Moffat)



Catherine, Janet and Robert G. Moffat, 
2006 in Rothesay dining room. Great 
grandchildren of J.K. Moffat

Courtesy Janet Matthews (Moffat)



Bob Moffat with his 4 
grandsons, Robbie, 
Matthew, Stuart and 
Simon. Grandsons are 
5th generation at 
Rothesay. 

Courtesy Janet 
Matthews (Moffat)


